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Mon County Amateur Radio Club Meeting Minutes – August 16, 2025 
The regular monthly meeting of the Mon County Amateur Radio Club met at the American Legion WV – Post 174, 3470 Earl L Core Rd, Morgantown, WV.  Treasurer Steve Miller (K8BBL) started the meeting at 09:08 AM and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
In attendance were the following Club officers & members: 
Treasurer Steve Miller (K8BBL), Vice President Lew Soccorsi (K8FAB), Secretary Lisa Pessa (KF8DQY), Peter Knapp (KN8PPY), Rick Faulknier (KE8TUZ), Bob Harding (KE8TUZ), Alan Blosser (KD8YLQ), Alex Lugo (KD8NZX), Peter Billie (WA8TGG), and Linda Marden (KE8AMQ). 
Also in attendance was our guest speaker, Jim Seckel (KC8YUI) from the Monongalia Wireless Association. 
General Business
Treasurers report: Steve Miller (K8BBL) reported that the club is in good shape; the balance in the account is about $5750. There is no floating balance. The only expenses over the past month were for the web ($10) and trailer storage ($50). Steve noted the trailer is now in storage and set up with a fan and chairs & is basically ready to go.
Steve distributed copies of the General Ledger and the Current Roster.
Other Updates: VP Lew Soccorsi (K8FAB) pointed out that a suggestion form was included with this month’s attendance sheet so that members could note down any ideas for social or educational activities that we can participate in as a club, as well as ideas for recruitment of new members.
Several members provided helpful suggestions at the meeting and on the suggestion form; included below are a few ideas for further discussion at the September Club Meeting:
Topic for Guest Speaker
· Earth-Moon-Earth Communication
Social Events
· POTA Picnic
· Christmas Club Dinner
Ideas for Recruitment of New Members
· Contact the Robotics/Engineering Coordinators at University High School and Morgantown High to discuss on-site demonstrations and hands-on projects for the students. 
· Set up the trailer in parking lot on game day.
· Scouts: Engage youth by offering opportunity to earn a Radio Merit Badge. 
· Jim Sekel said he will publish the meeting times for his club, our club, and the WVU club in the local paper; he encourages the clubs to work together as they did on Field Day.


· September 27, 2025: Linda mentioned that Eloquence Antiques & Artisans holds several Flea Markets at the Mountaineer Mall during the year; the next is scheduled on September 27, 2025, beginning at 10:00 AM; it will be held inside the mall on this date. Reservations are required; a 12 ft x 10 ft space is $15.00. (724) 880-1506 – Hannah Janet can be messaged on Facebook.
· Two events on October 18, 2025:
1. Jamboree-on-the-Air: A Mountaineer Area Council Scouting Event is scheduled for October 18, 2025, 9 AM to 4 PM at Camp Mountaineer.
2. BSF AG Farm & Home Fall Fest 2025: The trailer could be set up on Saturday, October 18, 2025, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at Southern States, 1974 Hunters Way. Facebook lists the enquiry number as 304-296-4441 and Bobbi Jo or Samantha can help with questions.
Around the room: Peter Billie (WA8TGG) reported that 70 cm running well and encouraged members to check in on Net Nights.
Feature Presentation
We were most fortunate to have Jim Seckel (KC8YUI; jaseckel@comcast.net), the Emergency Coordinator for Monongalia County, join the meeting to provide a presentation on Fox Hunting (Amateur Radio Direction Finding). 
Jim demonstrated how to find (1) the hidden “fox” (transmitter) using (2) an antenna, and (3) a receiver. In his comprehensive presentation, Jim discussed various antennas, including an $8 YAGI “tape measure” antenna, and a Moxon. He cautioned us to watch for reflections off smooth surfaces like glass and metals; and stressed the importance of using triangulation techniques. 
In addition to conducting fox hunts, Jim is involved in Project Lifesaver, a search-and-rescue organization that employs the same concept as a fox hunt. Jim helps locate cognitively impaired persons that have been outfitted with a bracelet containing a 5mW transmitter… and brings them home safely.
Jim would like to have a Fox Hunt at Kreps Park in October; he will let police department know and publicize the date and time. 
Other
-Due to limited attendance, the Black Box Raffle was not held.
-No one had scheduled testing for this meeting.
-Thanks to Pete Knapp (KN8PPY) for playing some great jazz for the old folks in his pre-meeting presentation… and we note that his projects would certainly interest young people. 
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