
‭Mon County Amateur Radio Club‬
‭Meeting Minutes‬
‭July 19, 2025‬

‭The regular monthly meeting of the Mon County Amateur Radio Club met at the Post 174,‬
‭American Legion, 3470 Earl L Core Rd, Morgantown, WV. The Vice-President, Dylan Warren‬
‭W8DYL, started the meeting at 0902 and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.‬

‭Treasurer’s report: Given by Steve Miller K8BBL. About $5703 in the bank currently. He had‬
‭printed reports if people wanted them, or he could email them depending on people’s preferred‬
‭format. A bank statement was available to look at, but Steve doesn’t make copies of that. The‬
‭club’s monthly bills are about $75. Steve paid $25 for the Secretary of State which is a once a‬
‭year fee.‬

‭Trailer: Steve continued on with trailer information. It is about 99% functional right now. The only‬
‭thing missing is a box fan to make things a little cooler. There is a functional generator in the‬
‭trailer. There is no gas in it, but it does have oil. Also in the trailer is 2 ground rods that you can‬
‭pound into the ground, and a green wire to connect to the radios to ground them. The trailer has‬
‭an RV generator which is more than enough to power all of the radios that would be in the‬
‭trailer. It has a 7/8 trailer hitch on it, and anyone that can pull it can do so, just get with someone‬
‭on the board to get approval and keys and whatever else is needed. Alex asked if we could put‬
‭small, RV windows into the trailer. Steve said that we could do anything we wanted really, it is‬
‭just a matter of who is going to perform it, and how much money it would cost. There was some‬
‭discussion about RV AC’s or roof vents.‬

‭Dues: Dues were due in June, but we still took money in-case someone wasn’t here last‬
‭meeting. Just make sure you get money to Steve, if you haven’t already, so that he can mark‬
‭you as paid and current.‬

‭Merchandise: Dylan Warren W8DYL said that all merchandise has been delivered and‬
‭dispersed to those that ordered it. The only thing not delivered yet is a nametag for Jim, but‬
‭Steve will get that to him eventually.‬

‭Website: Dylan W8DYL said that the website has been updated. Pictures were added, and‬
‭events were updated. With Dylan leaving though, the club needs a new website champion.‬
‭Does anyone know wordpress that would be willing to step up and help out managing that?‬
‭WVU kid? Lisa Pessa KF8DQY said that she was taking a wordpress class, and may be able to‬
‭help manage it once she understands it more.‬

‭Repeater Report: Peter Billie WA8TGG talked about the nets/repeaters. 70cm repeater has‬
‭started working well, despite nothing being done to it. People that manage the link system‬
‭contacted Peter to see if they could get into the building and work on their equipment or move‬
‭antennas, while leaving our stuff alone. Hopefully it makes any problems better, and not worse.‬
‭He also said to volunteer to be a Net Controller for the Wednesday night 2m net. It is a great‬



‭learning opportunity and allows people to know what to do if they had to run a net for any‬
‭reason. We started with about 7 people that rotated through the list, but we are down to 3 or 4‬
‭people. We need a few more so that the rotation can be about every 6 weeks instead of 4. The‬
‭.925 repeater has been working pretty well, with only occasional interference.‬

‭Allen: Allen Harris KD8BMI talked about the link system that is now up and running. It should‬
‭cover most, if not all of the eastern sea board. Everything from Tennessee and Pennsylvania, to‬
‭Kentucky and more. Check out the Appalachian Radio Association if you want more information‬
‭about it.‬

‭Elections: Steve K8BBL said that Lew and Lisa had stepped up for Vice-President and‬
‭Secretary, respectively. Steve asked the club if there was anyone else that wanted to run for‬
‭either position, but there were no takers. The club voted on the candidates and they both‬
‭passed unanimously. Starting in August, Lisa Pessa KF8DQY will be the club Secretary, and‬
‭Lew Soccorsi K8FAB will be the Vice-President.‬

‭Events:‬
‭● Berryville Hamfest. August 3rd Berryville, VA.‬
‭● Skyview Radio Society Swap N Shop 8/24/25; New Kensington, PA‬
‭● Uniontown Amateur Radio Club 75th Gabfest 8/9/25‬
‭● State Radio convention. July 26th Flatwoods, West Virginia‬

‭Hopefully we can put them up on the website (monradioclub.com) and maybe send out an email‬
‭so that the people that want to go have the information needed.‬

‭POTA Picnic: Dylan W8DYL talked about the second POTA Picnic we will be doing on Sunday‬
‭July 27th. A week after the Support Your Parks weekend on the 20th. Time will be 1PM.‬
‭Cooper’s Rock overflow lot - drive all the way to the back, and it will be the parking lot before the‬
‭trading post on the right side. Bring a dish for everyone to share please.‬

‭Next Project: Chris Condon N2BNW talked about the next project which will be QRP antennas.‬
‭Instructions have been found, and are currently on the website next to the last set of‬
‭instructions. The kits have arrived, and are almost ready for building. The max is 10 watts, but‬
‭that is easy to change by changing the transformer. You need 30 feet of wire for the antenna,‬
‭and Chris’s contact stopped selling that particular wire. He is looking around other places for‬
‭other wire so the project can continue. This antenna is designed for and is good for‬
‭QRP/emergencies, but can also be used for general use, and will allow you to get out without‬
‭any problems. No date to build the antennas yet, since we are waiting on that wire, but once‬
‭Chris gets the wire, a date will be broadcast to the club so that people can attend if they want to.‬

‭Education Segment Brainstorm: Dylan W8DYL asked the club what things they were interested‬
‭in learning to continue the educational segments, or what people did know that they would be‬
‭willing to share with the club.‬

‭●‬ ‭DMR Radio‬



‭●‬ ‭QRP‬
‭●‬ ‭How to find your FRN number - Maybe a handout with instructions, instead of a full‬

‭presentation.‬
‭●‬ ‭Fox hunting - Jim Sickle. Alex Lugo KD8NZX will contact Jim and ask if he is available‬

‭for the next meeting or even in September.‬

‭W5YI License Renewal: Steve Miller K8BBL talked about W5YI which will help with license‬
‭renewals when the time comes. $10 and they will fill out all of the forms for you, but you have to‬
‭pay the FCC their $35. For $80, they will do everything for you, including filling out the‬
‭paperwork, paying the FCC, and mailing you a printed version of the new license. Feel free to‬
‭send the date of your license expiration to Steve and he will add it to the roster, so the club can‬
‭remind you when you are getting close to expiration. You can only renew 3 months before it‬
‭expires.‬

‭Around the Room:‬
‭Chuck Strahin KD8TYQ: Chuck told of a recent encounter he had where a guy come to the‬
‭same park where he was doing a POTA activation and asked to setup in the same area. Chuck‬
‭was running 20m, so the other guy chose to do 40m.  10 min later the guy came over and‬
‭chewed Chuck out for interfering with his signal. Chuck explained that he had a band pass filter,‬
‭which reduces the noise and RF from other bands in the same area, and that’s why this other‬
‭guy’s setup wasn’t interfering with his contacts. The other person also had no idea how to work‬
‭his radio and had trouble with some of the submenus and stuff. Long story short, know your‬
‭radio so you can use it to its full capability and don’t interfere with other people. And get a band‬
‭pass filter. They are as low as $35 on AliExpress.‬

‭Dylan Warren W8DYL: Dylan built on that and said it is good to know your radio and specifically‬
‭how to program it without the software. Sometimes you are traveling, or in the field helping with‬
‭an event, and don’t have access to that software. So it is good to know how to program‬
‭repeaters or tune to a specific frequency.‬

‭Black Box: The club did the drawing to see who would win. Ernie Hill KD8VME won the box‬
‭and chose his prize.‬

‭With no other business to come before the club, the meeting was adjourned at 0946.‬

‭“It’s never too late to be who you might have been.” ~ George Elliot‬


